
 

May 15, 2023 

 

The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart  

Chair 

House Appropriations Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Barbara Lee  

Ranking Member  

House Appropriations Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chair Mario Diaz-Balart and Ranking Member Lee: 

On behalf of the Healing Our Waters-Great Lakes Coalition, we write to urge you to 

support robust funding for Great Lakes restoration in the Fiscal Year 2024 State, Foreign 

Operations, and Related Programs appropriations bill.  We are grateful for the much needed 

support the region has received.  We share these waters with our Canadian neighbors and our 

joint efforts are seeing on-the-ground results because of the investments across the region on 

both sides of the border.  However, the Great Lakes still face many urgent threats, that if 

unaddressed will only get worse and the price we pay will be much higher if Congress fails to 

strengthen its federal partnership with the region during this health crisis and economic 

downturn.  

First, we ask you to support the Great Lakes Fisheries Commission.  Canada and the U.S. 

share this valuable resource that boasts a fishery worth more than $7 billion annually to the 

region, in addition to providing drinking water to over 30 million Americans and supporting 

nearly one-third of U.S. and Canadian economic activity.  Working together to protect this 

fishery is an essential step in ensuring the continued restoration of the waters and the region, in 

addition to safeguarding a sustainable and thriving economic future.  We urge Congress to 

continue its support for the Commission’s critical fisheries and invasive species management 

efforts, providing no less than $53.8 million in the new fiscal year. 

Second, we ask the Committee to support the efforts of the Great Lakes Restoration 

Initiative (GLRI).  The State Department is an important contributor to this effort, coordinating 

our international partnership to protect these waters without which critical restoration targets 

could not be met.  Ongoing efforts are improving the lives of millions of people and the GLRI 

has undertaken or completed over 7,300 restoration projects throughout the region.  These 

projects are benefiting communities by cleaning up waters that are the drinking source for 

millions of homes and thousands of industries. 

Working together with our neighbors’ results in greater coordinated investments in Great 

Lakes restoration, which creates jobs and leads to long-term economic benefits for the region and 



the country.  It is estimated that for every $1 the GLRI invested to clean up toxic hot spots in 

Areas of Concern (AOC), control invasive species, restore wildlife habitat, protect wetlands, and 

reduce harmful algae the investment will produce more than $3 in additional economic activity 

regionwide over 20 years.  The GLRI is revitalizing our waterfronts and leading a resurgence in 

water-based outdoor recreation, increasing tourism across the region.  A combined effort that 

cannot be accomplished without engaging and coordinating fully with the Canadian government, 

Provinces, communities, and tribes. 

Still much work needs to be done. Algal blooms, invasive species, and toxic pollutants 

threaten the region, endangering wildlife and public health, lowering property values, and 

hurting the region’s economy.  Moreover, emerging contaminants and a changing climate 

continue to exacerbate the challenges we face, many of which disproportionately impact people 

that have historically borne the brunt of environmental injustice.  Allowing these problems to get 

worse will only put our communities at risk and make them more expensive to solve. 

As the source of drinking water for over 40 million Americans and Canadians and the 

heart of our binational economy, the nation cannot afford to stop protecting and restoring the 

Great Lakes.  Progress is being made and the region stands ready to continue this important 

federal partnership, ensuring that all benefit from and enjoy these investments in restoration and 

protection.  We urge you to ensure that the fiscal year 2024 appropriations bills fund the efforts 

of the Great Lakes Fishery Commission at $53.8 million. 

If you have questions regarding this request, please do not hesitate to have your staff 

contact our Coalition’s Senior Legislative Analyst, Alexis Lopez-Cepero, at alopez-

cepero@npca.org.  

Sincerely,

Don Jodrey 

Director of Federal Relations 

Alliance for the Great Lakes 

 

Jaime Sigaran 

Associate Director 

American Rivers 

 

Marnie Urso 

Senior Policy Director 

Audubon Great Lakes 

 

Teresa Murphy 

President 

Audubon Society of the Capital Region 

 

Mary Smith 

Communications Director 

Church Women United in New York State 

 

 

Brian Smith 

Associate Executive Director 

Citizens Campaign for the Environment 

 

Erik Kanter 

Government Relations Director 

Clean Wisconsin 

 

Jennifer Hill 

Executive Director 

Clinton River Watershed Council  

 

Kyle Rorah 

Regional Director of Public Policy 

Ducks Unlimited 

 

Hans Hintzen 

President 

Elliott Donnelley Trout Unlimited 
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Howard Learner 

Executive Director 

Environmental Law & Policy Center 

 

Chuck Godfrey 

Chairman - Environmental Committee 

Erie County (NY) Federation of Sportsmen's 

Clubs 

 

Liz Kirkwood 

Executive Director 

For Love of Water (FLOW) 

 

Jill M. Ryan 

Executive Director 

Freshwater Future 

 

Marie McCormick 

Executive Director 

Friends of the Rouge 

 

Jeffery Reinke 

President 

Gary Borger Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

 

June Summers 

President 

Genesee Valley Audubon Society 

 

Rebecca Pearson 

Interim Chief Executive Officer 

Great Lakes Observing System 

 

Dan Robinson 

Executive Director 

Great Lakes Spirituality Project 

 

Ivan J hack Jr 

Chapter President 

Headwaters Chapter Izaak Walton League 

 

Rose Therese Nolta, SSpS 

Sister 

Holy Spirit Missionary Sister, USA-JPIC 

 

 

Frances Greenberg 

President 

Hudson River Audubon Society 

 

Rebecca Esselman 

Executive Director 

Huron River Watershed Council 

 

Gary Struck 

President 

Illinois Division of the Izaak Walton League 

 

Iyana Simba 

City Programs Director 

Illinois Environmental Council 

 

Jim Buiter 

President 

Indiana Division Izaak Walton League of 

America 

 

Gene Hopkins 

President  

Indiana Sportsmen's Roundtable 

 

Deborah Chubb 

Executive Director  

Indiana Women's Action Movement  

 

Rick Graham 

National Great Lakes Committee Chairman 

Izaak Walton League of America 

 

Brent Burval 

President 

Lee Wulff Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

 

Michael Beachy 

President  

Little Elkhart Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

 

Bentley Johnson 

Federal Government Affairs Director  

Michigan League of Conservation Voters 

 

 



Cheryl Nenn 

Riverkeeper 

Milwaukee Riverkeeper 

 

Brenda Coley 

Co-Executive Director 

Milwaukee Water Commons 

 

Steve Morse 

Executive Director 

Minnesota Environmental Partnership 

 

Caitlin Wall 

Water Policy Director 

National Audubon Society 

 

Marc Smith 

Policy Director 

National Wildlife Federation 

 

Lindsay Agness 

VP Youth Education  

New York State Trout Unlimited  

 

Larry Federman 

President 

Northern Catskills Audubon Society 

 

Matt Misicka 

Executive Director 

Ohio Conservation Federation 

 

Melanie Houston 

Managing Director of Water Policy 

Ohio Environmental Council 

 

Betty Cantley  

Educator/Advocate  

Ohio Lead Free Kids Coalition  

 

Maryanne Adams 

Conservation Chair 

Onondaga Audubon 

 

 

 

Kristina Patterson 

Executive Director 

Partners for Clean Streams 

 

Patrick McDonnell 

President & CEO 

PennFuture 

 

Irene Senn 

Coordinator  

Religious Coalition for the Great Lakes  

 

Allison Werner 

Executive Director 

River Alliance of Wisconsin 

 

Betsy Maher 

Executive Director 

Save the Dunes Conservation Fund 

 

John Peach 

Executive Director  

Save The River Upper St. Lawrence 

Riverkeeper  

 

Anne Swaim 

Executive Director  

Saw Mill River Audubon 

 

Cynthia Druckenbrod  

President  

Shaker Lakes Garden Club  

 

Jill Haberman 

Justice and Peace Animator 

Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi 

 

Phyllis Tierney 

Coordinator, Sisters of St. Joseph Justice & 

Care for Creation Office 

Sisters of St. Joseph Justice & Care for 

Creation Committee 

 

Brien Weiner 

President 

South Shore Audubon Society 



 

Sarah Damron 

Senior Regional Manager - Southeast, Texas 

& Great Lakes 

Surfrider Foundation 

 

Gregory Walz  

Trout Unlimited Great Lakes Workgroup 

 

Bill Wood 

Executive Director 

West Michigan Environmental Action 

Council 

 

John Whitney 

Chairperson 

Western New York Environmental Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Morgan 

President  

Western New York Trout Unlimited Chapter 

68 

 

Michael Engleson 

Executive Director 

Wisconsin Lakes 

 

Mike Kuhr 

Advocacy Chair 

Wisconsin Trout Unlimited 

 

Gwendolyn Winston 

Executive Director 

Wisdom Institute 


